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LIFE HABITS OF THE HOUSE FLY.
291. Control of Flies and other Household Insects.
FELT, E. P.   N. Y. State Museum Bulletin, No. 136, Albany, 1910.
Habits. The house fly breeds by preference in horse manure, though it
lives to a limited extent in cow manure and miscellaneous collection of filth,
especially decaying vegetable matter. The flies deposit their eggs upon manure
and similar material, the maggots hatch in less than 24 hours, and, under
favorable conditions, complete their growth in 5 to 7 days. The white coni-
cal maggots some half an inch long then transform to an oval brown, resting
or pupal stage, remaining in this condition from five to seven days. The life
cycle is therefore completed in 10 to 14 days, the shorter period being true of